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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-30, filed 04/24/2006, are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ellis et al, US 
Patent No. 20050028208. 

Re claim 1 , Ellis et al disclose a device for use in an interactive(see fig.1 , element 
17, interactive television program guide equipment) cable television system(cable 
system headend, 0183), the device comprising: a hardware peripheral device 
coupled(interacting with peripherals connected to user television equipment, 0107) to a 
computer modem at a user premises(when a household has more than one home, the 
user television equipment in each home may be connected by modem link or other 
suitable link for transferring data between home, 0204) and in communication with a 
computer network(interactive television program guide equipment 17 may communicate 
over remote access link 19 using any suitable network, 0095), for communicating data 
from a user via the computer network to a cable television network head end (Control 
circuitry 42 may also send data and commands or requests back to television 
distribution facility 16, 0088) to control a television information signal(television 
distribution facility 16 may poll user television equipment 22 periodically for certain 
information , 0070) provided over a cable television network cable connected directly to 
a digital cable ready television at the user premises(see fig. 33a). 

Re claim 2, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device (other suitable 
television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
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integrated, 0186) is integrated into a single unit with the computer modem (internal or 
external modems, cable modem, or the like, 0206). 

Re claim 3, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device is a separate unit from 
the computer modem (external modems, 0206) and connected to an input port (a 
communications port, 0076) on the computer modem. 

Re claim 4, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses an infrared 
link(an infrared link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from the user and 
controlling the television information signal(see fig.3). 

Re claim 5, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses a radio 
frequency link(a radio frequency link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from 
the user and controlling the television information signal(see fig.3). 

Re claim 6, Ellis et al disclose further comprising: a status indicator section(see 
fig.1 1 , status) showing a current status of the peripheral device(The remote access 
program guide may indicate the status of interactive television program guide 
equipment 17 on remote program guide access device 24 using any suitable indicator, 
0137). 

Re claim 7, Ellis et al disclose controlling a television information signal(user 
controls the operation of user television equipment , 0089) provided by a cable 
television network cable(a cable system headend, 0068) connected directly to a digital 
cable ready television at a user premises(see fig. 27) based on data communicated by a 
user to a peripheral device coupled to a computer modem(when a household has more 
than one home, the user television equipment in each home may be connected by 
modem link or other suitable link for transferring data between home, 0204) at the user 
premises and in communication with a computer network(Control circuitry 42 may also 
send data and commands or requests back to television distribution facility 16, 0088), 
via the computer network to a cable television network head end(television distribution 
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facility 16 may poll user television equipment 22 periodically for certain information , 
0070). 

Re claim 8, Ellis et al disclose a method wherein the peripheral device (other 
suitable television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
integrated, 0186) is integrated into a single unit with the computer modem (internal or 
external modems, cable modem, or the like, 0206). 

Re claim 9, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device is a separate unit 
from the computer modem (external modems, 0206) and connected to an input port (a 
communications port, 0076) on the computer s modem. 

Re claim 10, Ellis et al disclose further comprising: controlling the television 
information signal using an infrared link (an infrared link, 0094) from the peripheral 
device (see fig. 3). 

Re claim 1 1 , Ellis et al disclose further comprising: controlling the television 
information signal using a radio frequency link ((a radio frequency link, 0094) from the 
peripheral device (see fig. 3). 

Re claim 12, Ellis et al disclose further comprising: showing a current status(see 
fig.1 1 , status ) of the peripheral device on a status indicator(The remote access 
program guide may indicate the status of interactive television program guide 
equipment 17 on remote program guide access device 24 using any suitable indicator, 
0137). 

Re claim 13, Ellis et al disclose a computer network(a computer network, 0094); a 
computer modem at a user premises(homes may be connected by modem links , 0054) 
in communication with the computer network; a cable television network including a 
head end for providing a television information signal(a cable system headend, 0068) 
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over a cable television network cable directly to a digital cable ready television at the 
user premises(see fig.34), the television having a display responsive to the television 
information signal(see fig.4, display device); a hardware peripheral device coupled to 
the modem for communicating data(see fig.27) from a user via the computer network to 
the head end to control the television information signal(Television distribution facility 16 
may distribute television programming to user television equipment 22 via 
communications path 20. If desired, television programming may be provided over 
separate communications paths, 0078). 

Re claim 14, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device (other suitable 
television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
integrated, 0186) is integrated into a single unit with the computer modem (internal or 
external modems, cable modem, or the like, 0206). 

Re claim 15, Ellis et al disclose Wherein the peripheral device is a separate unit 
from the computer modem (external modems, 0206) and connected to an input port (a 
communications port, 0076) on the computer a modem. 

Re claim 16, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses an infrared 
link(an infrared link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from the user and 
controlling the television information signal(see fig.3) 

Re claim 17, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses a radio 
frequency link (a radio frequency link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from 
the user and controlling the television information signal(see fig.3). 

Re claim 18, Ellis et al disclose further comprising: a status indicator section(see 
fig.1 1 , status) showing a current status of the peripheral device(The remote access 
program guide may indicate the status of interactive television program guide 
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equipment 17 on remote program guide access device 24 using any suitable indicator, 
0137). 

Re claim 19, Ellis et al disclose a device for use in an interactive cable television 

system (see fig.1 , element 17, interactive television program guide equipment), the 
device comprising: a hardware peripheral device having: 

a receiver for receiving data (Each user has a receiver, which is typically a set-top box 
such as set-top box 248, but which may be other suitable television equipment into 
which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been integrated , 0186) from a user 
input device(any other suitable user input device, 0089 and see fig. 5, user interface), 
a processor responsive to the data for sending (Each set-top box 248 preferably 
contains a processor to handle tasks associated with implementing a program guide 
application on the set-top box 248, 0186) communications through a computer modem 
at a user premises (each home may be connected by modem link or other suitable link 
for transferring data between home, 0204) over a computer network to a cable 
television network head end (a cable system headend, 0068) 
and an output for controlling television information signal (seefig.4, control circuitry): 
provided by a cable television network cable connected 
directly to a digital cable ready television at the user premises (see fig. 33a) 
from the head end responsive to the communications (see fig.5, communication device) 
from the hardware peripheral device. 

Re claim 20, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device (other suitable 
television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
integrated, 0186) is integrated into a single unit with the computer modem (internal or 
external modems, cable modem, or the like, 0206). 

Re claim 21 , Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device is a separate unit 
from the computer modem (external modems, 0206) and connected to an input port (a 
communications port, 0076) on the computer modem. 
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Claim 22 recites what was discussed on claim 4. 
Claim 23 recites what was discussed on claim 5. 
Claim 24 recites what was discussed on claim 6. 

Re claim 25, Ellis at al disclose an Interactive cable television system(see fig.1 , 
element 17, interactive television program guide equipment )comprising: a computer 
modem at a user premises (each home may be connected by modem link or other 
suitable link for transferring data between home, 0204) and in communication with a 
computer network(a computer network, 0094) ;a user input device(see fig.4, user 
interface); a hardware peripheral device having(see fig.4): 

a receiver for receiving data from the user input device(Each user has a receiver, which 
is typically a set-top box such as set-top box 248, but which may be other suitable 
television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
integrated , 0186), and 

a processor responsive to the data for sending communications(Each set-top box 248 
preferably contains a processor to handle tasks associated with implementing a 
program guide application on the set-top box 248 , 0186) through the computer modem 
to a cable head end(a cable system headend, 0068) 

; and a digital cable ready television at the user premises and directly connected to a 
cable television network cable(see fig.33a) for displaying a television information signal 
(see fig.4, display device) provided over the cable from the head end controlled by the 
communications(see fig.5, communication device) from the hardware peripheral device. 

Re claim 26, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device (other suitable 
television equipment into which circuitry similar to set-top-box circuitry has been 
integrated, 0186) is integrated into a single unit with the computer modem (internal or 
external modems, cable modem, or the like, 0206). 

Re claim 27, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device is a separate unit from 
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the computer modem (external modems, 0206) and connected to an input port (a 
communications port, 0076) on the computer modem. 

Re claim 28, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses an infrared 
link(an infrared link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from the user and 
controlling the television information signal(see fig. 31). 

Re claim 29, Ellis et al disclose wherein the peripheral device uses a radio 
frequency link(a radio frequency link, 0094) for at least one of receiving the data from 
the user and controlling the television information signal(see fig.3). 

Re claim 30, Ellis et al disclose further comprising: a status indicator section(see 
fig.11 , status) showing a current status of the peripheral device(The remote access 
program guide may indicate the status of interactive television program guide 
equipment 17 on remote program guide access device 24 using any suitable indicator, 
0137). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Rakib et al (US. 20020059637) disclose home gateway for video and data distribution 
from various type of headend facilities and including digital video recording functions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier contmiunications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571-270-3224. The examiner 
can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST.If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be reach on 571-272-7527. The fax 
number for the organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
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direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated inft)rmation system, dial 
800-786-9 199(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jean Duclos Saintcyr 

03/24/2008 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



